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To the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
TheL ords Spiritual and Temporal, ard the Commol Aſſembled in Parliament. 32. 


The Complaint of JAMES PERCY h late of IRELAND, 


In purſuance of bis Native Right to the Earldome of Northumberland as Couſin and next Heir-Male to Jocelin Percy late and lat Earl Deceaſed 


—m———_— SARI — 


Hat JAMES PERC Tat his firſt coming into Exgland, was informed, that the Counteſs was with Child, this prevented him for 

Entring his Claim until the Third of Febraary, one thouſand ſix hundred feventy one, then underſtanding the contrary, He 

2 D E Entrcd it at Vhiteball at the Signet Office, and hath uſed all Honourable and juſtifyable endeavours for three years and upwards 

in proſecution of his Birth-right. 

BPRS He Petitioned his Majeſty ſevcral times, not preſuming to proceed without his Majeſties Privacy, whoſe Gracious Anſwer 
| en was to the Maſter of Requeſts 3 God forbid that he ſhould binder an Heir , but that he ſhould bare the benefit of the Lam: In purſuance 

<> of which Anſwer, there was an Information (in the nature of a Qo-warranto) preſented to the Attorney General, which he 


refuſed to Signe, declaring, that he was Councel for the Counteſs of Northumberland , and prevented him from due 


courſe in Law. 


He ſued the Counteſs in the Honourable Court of Chancery 3 who freelj joyned i in Commiſſion, and promiſed upon her Honour to put in her 
Anſwer; But not liking what his Witneſſes teſtified and proved, fhe demurr'd; And his Councel finding his Bill too ſhort, adviſed him to pay 
the Coſts, and proceed to Common Law. ; | 

The Summer Afſizes one thouſand ſix hundred ſeventy two, there was delivered three Declarations in Kjectment, one in Torkshire, and one in Nor- 

thumberland and one in Cumberland; at his return the Truſtecs for the Counteſs came to his Councel, and deſired him to perſwade his Clyent to go on 
with but one Tryalfor all, and that ſhould include all the reſt; Thercupon it was agreed to proceed upon that in Northumberland, by reaſon the Title 
was from thence; and accordingly Eſq; Champion one of the Counteſſes Truſtees, was appointed to be Defendant. © * 
_ Hoping to make quick diſpatch, he preſented the King and Houſe of Peers with freſh Petitions , but the Senior Counteſs of Nortbumberlaud put 
in a Croſs Petition, pretending him to be an Impoſter 3 To vindicate himſelf he did produce forty three Witneſſes, which were ſworn before the Kings 
Majeſty and Committee of IL. ords, of which four only were examined, to clear him of that ſcandal of impoſtor pretended in her Petition, When the Coun- 
teſſes Councel had heard their Teſtimonies, they waved their Petition, which pretended the- Grandaughters Right, and faid they ſet up the Kings 
Intereſt, whereupon they were checkt, and told, they ought not to plead for the King and the Subject both at one time. . 

The Determination of the Committee of Lords (upon hearing of his Witneſſes), was, that the ſaid Fames Perces Petitions might be diſmiſſed, and his 
Caſe left tothe Law. And his laſt order in Parliament ſaith they were diſmiſſed accordingly : whatever the Gazette doth ſlanderouſſy reports of him 

Fames Percy was under this great inconvenience, when his Caſe was before the Committee of Lords, and his Witneſſes examined, his Councel did 
not appear in time, whereupon he was forced unexpectedly to plead his own Cauſe before that Honourable Committee, or to. be mute, Here he muſt ever 
honour the great Paticnce of the Kings Majeſty , ahd the Lords Committecs , in theabſence of his Councel, that they did favourably hear him. 

Since the LiGnidions of his Petitions , He endeavoured to proceed io Tryal at Conmon Law according to the former agreement; and having ob- 
tained a Rule for Tryal to be held at Newcaſtle this laſt Aſſizes, the Junior Counteſs obſtructed it by pleading her priviledge in theſe words following, 


For Mr, Fames Percy theſe, 
Mr. Percy. | 
The Connteſs of Northumberland will not gratifie ſuch a Perſon as you by quitting ber Priviledge , therefore in the Cauſe upon the Ejeltment be- 
twixt Utting and Champion, if you hall proceed, it muſt be at your peril, for ber Ladyſhip ſtands upon her Priviledge. 


June 26. 1673. John Gee. 
| To tire him, the Truſtees did Arreſi him two ſeveral times when he did deliver the Declarations in Ejectment, in which they have not yet proceeded, 


neither can he force them to it. | 2 5 

He humbly preſents theſe his Grievances, hoping that the mature Wiſdom of the Parliament will take it into their ſerious conſideration (now the 
Court of Wards is put down) how a Proviſion may be made, for Heirs to come to a ſpeedy Tryal for their Birth-right. 

The King having granted to the Duke of Monmouth the Eſtate belonging to the Earldom of Northumberland, Henry Champion Eſq; and Mr. Orlando 
Gee the Junior Counteſs of Northumberlands Truſtees, deſired the Plantiff James Percy to put a ſtop to the Duke of Monmouth i Agents proceedings, for 
they hada Grant, and the Patent was ready to paſs the Seal; He replyed to them he could not have worſer enemies than they had to him; it could 
do him no harm, for the King was ſo Gracious that he gave it with this Caution, if there was no Heir Male, He now humbly prays that no Act 
may paſs theſe honourable Houſes till a fair Tryal at Law be had, to know whether an Heir or no Heir be. 

Alſo there is other Eſtates in Reverſion to the Percies after the death of Edward Rogers, and his Heirs Males, which is fallen lately, and begg'd by 
others; He humbly prays that their Patent may be taken notice of, and prevented, that the Eſtate may not be alienated before it appear the Family is 


cxinct. | | 
Theſe are the additional Complaints of James Percies farther proceedings ſince the prorogation of the Parliament. 


To the Right Honorablc Elizabeth Percy Senior Counteſs Dowager of Northumberland; written by his Counſcls own hand, and ſent according 
to his Direction. 
MAD AM. 
I am informed that by the Marriage of my Lady y oar Daughter to Mr. Muss, the Guardianſhip of the young Lady your Grand-Daughter; 
is come to your Ladyſhip. If you plcaſe to wave your priviledge ot Parliament, and give me leave to try my Right, you will do an act of much 


juſtice, and confirm the opinion that all have of your Honour and Goodncſs, and therein particularly oblige him who is, Madam, 
November 15. 73. Your Honours moſt humble Servant 
It is deſired by his Councel that your Ladyſhip will James Percy 


rcturn anſwer under your Honours hand. | 
This Letter aboveſaid was delivered by Arthur Strother his Servant, the day aboveſaid, to the Senior Counteſs her Page, who received it to deliver 
to the ſaid Counteſs, and returned this Anſwer from her Honour, that there was no anſwer to be given in writing. ; Arthur Strotber 


Likewiſe this enſuing Petition was drawn by his Councels direction, and preſented accordingly. 


; To the Right Noble Prince Fames Duke of tanmonthb. The humble Petition of Fames Percy Eſq; 
HEWETH, 


s your Petitioner being Heir-Male of the Body of Henry, the eighth Earl of Northumberland, ſeveral Mannors, Lands, and Tenements, in the 
Counties of Northumberland and clce- where; arc deſcended to your Petitioner, from Foſcelin late Earl of Northumberland, being dead with- 
out Iſſue Male; that the Reverſion being in the Crown , and your Grace not knowing that there was an Heir-Male of the Family living, his Majeſty 
was pleaſed to grant the Inheritance of the Premiſſes to your Gracez That your Grace and your Petitioner are both kept out of the poſſeſſionof the 
Premiſſes, by the Counteſs of Nortbumberland and her Agents, That your Petitioner is adviſed to exhibit a Bill in Chancery againſt your Grace, and 
others, to preſerve the Teſtimony of his Wit neſſes. 


* Your Petitioner therefore humbly prayes your Grace to give your Petitioner leave to exhibit the ſaid Bill, and that your Grace would 
bh: be pleaſed to appear to the ſame, and not to ſtand upon any priviledge. And yonr Petitioner ſhall ever pray, &c. 
ES JAMES PERCL. ; 
This Petition was preſented to the Duke the ſeventcenth day of December 73. And read by him, who ordered him to go to Mr. Roſs his Gent. to anſwer 


it, who return d this Anſwer that the Duke would ſtand upon his priviledge; And ſaid further, the Dukes agents had made an entry upon all the Lands 
and that there would be a Trial betwixt the Duke and the Counteſs the next Term. > 


All the Relief ſoug ht by the Complainant , is only the common benefit of the Law of the Land, to try bis deſcent, and Title to bis Inheritance, or to have the 
Tejtimonies of his aged Witneſſes preſerred, tbat he may not be utterly ruined by delayes under pretence of 22 2 
I am Your Humble Servant FA MES. TE RCI. NI 
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